LITERARY DEVICES/FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE:

Repetition: ch. 1 pg. 3- "Before that we lived on Loomis on the third floor, and before that we lived on Keeler. Before Keeler it was Paulina, and before that I can't remember." - This quote from protagonist Esperanza illustrates the hopeful mood of the plot, as it shows what her family faces as they try to settle into a more affluent lifestyle.

Personification: ch. 1 pg. 4- "It's small and red with tight steps in front and windows so small you'd think they were holding their breath." - This particular quote supports Esperanza's pessimistic tone by describing the disgust she has with her new home.

ch. 34 pg. 84- "She is always sad- like a house on fire." - This quote displays an intimate mood of the story as it reflects on Esperanza's poetic side when she describes emotion a house feels when in pain.

Imagery: ch. 3 pg. 9- "until then I am a red balloon; a balloon tied to an anchor." - This quote amplifies the theme of individual vs. society, as it shows Esperanza's personal struggle to become successful in life. See below for symbolism.

Symbolism: ch. 3 pg. 9- (from previous quote): The red balloon represents her willingness to be free and explore bigger and better things in life. The author chooses to illustrate this concept with these objects perhaps because a balloon, when not attached to a weighted object, floats freely above, and an anchor can be unanimously identified as something that holds things in place. The anchor in this case represents the weight of the world holding her ambitions down. It also denotes conflicting events that occur throughout Esperanza's life. The color red symbolizes passion, and emotion which are two qualities Esperanza displays heavily throughout the plot. 

Simile: ch. 29 pg. 73- "Everything is holding its breath inside me. Everything is waiting to explode like Christmas." -Esperanza communicates to the reader her willingness to break away from her disadvantaged upbringing and start a fresh, new life with prominence and success. This supports the theme of the novel, by indicating her struggle between herself and society. 

ch 44. pg. 108- "Clean as paper before the poem." -In this sentence, the author implies that Esperanza has a longing for a new start on life, without the troubles she faces now which as a result, further exemplifies the theme of individual vs. society.  

Allusion: ch. 42 pg. 104- "[Everybody] came and came to see that little thumb of a human in a box like candy." - This phrase alludes to the dead body of a young child in a coffin. During this event, the author imposes a morose mood which leaves the reader with a knot in their stomach.

Tone:
The House on Mango Street is a novella that is simple to comprehend, due to the tone it portrays. Protagonist Esperanza Cordero speaks to the reader in a personal, indirect attitude through vignettes that introduce small events which add to the entire plot. Her character throughout the story connects to readers on a different level than other books, by skipping the formal structure and at times organization a novel usually demonstrates, and instead combining her personal experiences and ambitions into a quick and easy to read storyline.

Mood:
As one reads The House on Mango Street, they cannot help but notice a combination of moods within the story. Underlying emotions Esperanza creates include melancholy, dreamy, and nostalgia. A strong mood that sort of follows the protagonist throughout the story is a sense of hope, in that one day she will overcome obstacles faced by underprivileged families, and make something of herself and her gender as a whole. 

Theme:
The major theme of The House on Mango Street deals with individual vs. society. Esperanza faces a struggle to overcome poverty, as exemplified by the house in which her family lives in, as well as her status as a minority and a female, illustrated through seldom academic and social opportunities available for her. 

Character Deconstruction:
The House on Mango Street is centered on protagonist Esperanza Cordero. Throughout the story she remains static, revealing experiences that have changed the world around her, but not her character. For example, when her family moves from house to house, instead of becoming more accepting to change, she remains rather indifferent and nostalgic. Her willingness to become a successful member in society however, demonstrates her strong sense of determination and hope. Her character is more flat in a sense that her actions do not cause significant effects within the storyline. Rather, she narrates her experiences as life goes by.

Plot Perspective:
The House on Mango Street is written in first person central. Esperanza uses first person pronouns and tells the elements of the story through her eyes. By using this perspective, author Sandra Cisneros is able to foster illusions of reality and establish an intimate relationship between herself and the reader. 

